
Becky Sideman, becky.sideman@unh.edu 
Lilly Hartman, Ella Lukacz, Peyton Ginakes & Mark Hutton

mailto:becky.sideman@unh.edu


Image credit: 
‘Collaborative 
Market 
Development for 
Climate Resilient 
Vegetables in 
Oregon’



Image credit: 
Johnny’s Selected 
Seeds, Culinary 
Breeding Network, 
and Local Roots 
Farm



Image credit: Scariolo et al. 2023. Plants 12: 1242.
https://www.mdpi.com/2223-7747/12/6/1242





2022: warm, sunny, dry
2023: cool, cloudy, wet



Varieties differed greatly in % harvestable, bolting, rot, etc.



Sugarloaf 
types

Virtus Nettun
o

• relatively mild
• heavy, large heads
• uniform, tight maturity window



2022      2023

Virtus had higher % marketable, more uniform



Rosa del Veneto types
Rosalba
Verosa

Nettun
o

• relatively mild
• late, require cold for color



Rosalba had higher % marketable, but both were too late
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Lusia types 

Adige Precoce

• quite mild, delicious, beautiful
• susceptible to rot, tipburn

Adige MedioBel Fiore



% marketable was 
highest for Adige Medio
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Castelfranco types 

Fenice

• susceptible to rot, tipburn
• generally low % marketable (due to 

bolting, non-heading, rot & tipburn)

Lucrezia
Giorgione

Notte 
Stellata
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Treviso types 

TVG1
Spring
Salieri
Fiero
Caravaggio
Bramante
Braci Ardenti
Bottiglione
Baldo

• more bitter; easy to slice and use in salads
• Many varieties, very different maturity times
• Stem elongation/bolting an issue
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• Caravaggio – little bolting
• Spring – early, more bolting? 



Fiero

Bottiglione



Chioggia types 

Vasari
T&T 4050
T&T 614
Sirio
Rubro
Perseo
Leonardo
Indigo
Corelli
Brenta Medio
Marinanta
Galileo

• more bitter; for salads, braising, grilling
• many varieties, very different maturity times
• Red, green, variegated
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Green Variegated
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• Variegated: Galileo > Marinanta
• Red: Indigo, Leonardo, Perseo consistently good



Rossa di Verona types 
• more bitter; for salads, braising, grilling
• elongated football shape
• Costarossa and Cologna Tardiva quite variable

Giulietta
(photo: Osborne Seeds)

CostarossaCologna Tardiva 
(2022 only)



Rossa di Verona types 
• Relatively poor head 

formation; hard to 
determine maturity 
(possibly very late) 

2022            2023



Head size/weight



Chioggia – Indigo, Perseo small

Sugarloafs 
very large

Rosa del 
Veneto 
small



Powdery mildew – Erisyphe cichoracearum
Cultivar responses differ widely 



Slotting 
experiments:

• Seeding 3rd week of 
June or mid July 
resulted in longest 
harvest window

• All three cultivars 
produced very high % 
marketable heads

No. of days marketable

A 
(5/10)

B 
(5/30)

C 
(6/21)

D 
(7/10)



Conclusions
• Many types of radicchio are well suited to production 

in New England

• Cultivar matters! % bolting, % rot, powdery mildew 
susceptibility, time to maturity all vary greatly

• Seeding around 3rd week of June is ideal for some 
cultivars; may not be universally true

• Earlier seeding for very late varieties (e.g. pinks) 
doesn’t seem to help
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Future areas & Questions 
• Relationship between N and bolting?

• Consumer preference/marketing?

• Other challenges?
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