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THE CHALLENGE OF POTATOES

• SOIL IS LEFT EXPOSED TOO LONG – RISK OF SOIL EROSION IS VERY 
HIGH

• TOO MUCH TILLAGE – LOSS OF ORGANIC MATTER  -COST IN TERMS 
OF TIME AND MACHINERY WEAR AND TEAR

• PEST CHALLENGES –WEEDS, INSECTS AND DISEASES
• REDUCED SOIL HEALTH













































TAKE HOME MESSAGE

• Deeper planting does not have much impact on greening of tubers 
and may reduce yield

• Some varieties may not be adaptable to no-till eg. Norland
• Using a rye cover crop and no-till planting can produce similar yields 

to tilled organic production with little change in green tubers
• Reduction in tillage passes and keeping the soil covered from fall of 

year before until harvest reduces costs and soil loss to erosion



IF YOU WANT MORE INFORMATION

KEN LAING –email – kmlaing@orchardhillfarm.ca

mailto:kmlaing@orchardhillfarm.ca
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