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* Fourth generation Colorado fruit growers

» Started certified organic in 1994
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The Blue Plate

A Food Iover S Guzde to Climate Chaos

Mark ]. Easter

Foreword by Anthony Mylnt
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To awaken in an orchard on a Rocky Mountain spring morning
is a singular pleasure, even after just a few hours of sleep. Such
vital experiences have a way of marking us, and though that emo-
tional tattoo is still with me some years later, it never occurred to
me at the time that future opportunities like that might someday
vanish, and more importantly, that the glorious fruit from the
orchard around me, and the carbon the orchard held, might oné
day disappear.

I’d arrived at Ela Family Farms the night before in a
with about thirty others, sated and sleepy after lingering a‘tN:
local farm-to-table restaurant long after a sumptuous dinner:

der the
ts and sleeping bags Ul
donned headlamps and laid out tents o v

caravan
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Time vs. Money vs. Efficiency
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Crop
Perennial

Annual
Rotations
Cover Crop

Water Supply
Gravity fed
Efficient application

5%
Utilities
Renewable power
Inputs

Goals
Profit
Soil Building
Reduce off-farm inputs
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Perennial

Annual

Cover Cro



Water

Furrow/Flood Impact Microsprinklers Drip
Sprinklers

Efficiency

Uniformity

Filtration
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Soil Building

Carbon
Sequestration

Fertility

Biodiversity
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Resiliency/Diversity

What can we get for free?
Reduce off —farm inputs

Protect beneficial insects to
control as many pests as
possible

Cover crops fix nitrogen and
reduce N purchases

Zero food waste




o X9 . .
SIS T Marketing — 1,
. so '\ e\Z© Q(\o N Eco Nce f;
et WY © T o Nop - Tor ¢
= < 3 AN 200 A Mic ¢ OSmag:
fbg ‘O\e SG(\S S ‘Oe /?/. /7/" 63/7 /7 et/CS
oS ¥ wet™? ‘s, Olg's
2 a %
S )
i Impact of K
S ___— Impact of sprays 2, .
Thinning ‘ b o Insect and Disease
‘ \ Ofoo ec\e / ContrOI
7o
£ " .
) S e
-(g =9 %O/ /769@,,7 SQ\)e
25’5 2 ;f//
[ (75 =
9 8 o /QO/_ . o
oo 0 5 S 5
O - *g &5 © 9T
c = D =
5 8 S % ES & 5 & o
cZS 2% T 3 R >0 £
£I> % D o > O ® @
L 1N 5 S 3 O c+
Fertility T, 8= 2 Weed Control
O =
ey, a3z ~)
Yo, s = % N NS
%0, "% T 2 S O P
G, R © i NS SO
OLI% 9&@ = \)(\\ (6,\\0 ,&Q’ Q;\\' \og éb -
I//‘QO/‘ ?S(\OO(C}\Q %0 § Q)b \6\ SIN('IEL'AE})O?
N _ 0 &A@O FAMILY FARMS

Pruning







