Building up Sandy Soils with Cover Crops
New Englagd Veg & Fruit Conference 2022

7‘.






Outline of Presentation

 QOverview of our farm
* Challenges of sandy soils
* Cover crop mixes

* Soil prep and seeding equipment
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Crop Rotation Plan (for all eternity

100" Block Rotation (30-bed blocks) |

Crop rotation in each block over time reads horizontally from L to R; each year's crop plan by block reads vertically

| 2019 2020 2021 2022
| spring | Summer | Fall Spring | Summer | Fall Spring |  Summer Fall Spring | Summer Fall

~

thin rye (actual:

early lettuce
open, crop 2 buckwheat forage
Lower & rye/vetch debris, thin |, 's‘:l“:m strips radish/oats e
strips of rye) !
oats/peas
(actual:
buckwheat ( buckwheat
9 late lettuce, oats/peas/crop early lettuce,
Middle 3 spinach strips/ silage e A oats/peas spinach mﬂpz silage oats/peas
e half, rye/vetch P
east half)
Lower 2A oats/peas TARA
plow early beds
late lettuce mix, eechcion
Lower 3B + fallow, then ’ TARA brassicas &
Lower 3C Daiz/peas silage tarp hmllmm 4 UL (continued)  tarp, leave the
20 rest TARA until
spring
oats/peas plow early beds
Lower 1A + buckwheat (a;'ff:} cl;l: = T:;‘Q 3‘1';\1’/\ TARA Ineediecda;o;‘ early season
Ul;j)pe;: :\B+ sinp: silage residue/goosef  scallions in (continued) | tarp, leave the dlrect-s_eeded Yellow Sweet Clover/oats
PP (P oot, U1A - U1B? rest TARA until
oats/peas) spring
TARA (actual: rye/vetch for
Lower 7 + L1-tarped, M1. - e Gt sulen;n:erd early season
Middle 1 + crop residue, smuT::‘th o v f:; direct-seeded Yellow Sweet Clover/oats oats/peas
Corner 1 weeds, C1 - 9 age tod brassicas
) block
early season 2
oats/peas _ research goosefoot: how to kill
Lower 1C buckwheat (actual: sudan) dlmed it? (Yellow Sweet Clover/oats?) oats/peas yel
early season Yellow Sweet Clover/oats
Lower 1B direct-seeded  (acutal: 8-10 beds oats/peas, Celity su:;ns} f:l;:wed Ry rye/vetch thin rye
brassicas rest silage) P
2 tarps early
oats/peas
’ section, rye/vetch what buckwheat forage
Lower 2B (actual: and oats/peas on e thin rye fallow strips aen e
some sudan) \%dar Ralt
(i crop | Slg0cpen T
i : east) end; ucl rage
Middle 4 residue, thin rye fallow 2 =
sections of ?;tg m gg St el

vetch)




Crop Rotation Plan (for all eternity

[100' Block Rotation (30-bed bloc
Crop rotation in each block over time reads horizg R; each year's crop plan by block reads vertically

Lower 6

Middle 3

Lower 2A

Lower 3B +
Lower 3C

Lower 1A +
Upper 1A +
Upper 1B

Lower 7 +
Middle 1 +
Corner 1

\ ‘goosefoot: how to kill
Lower 1C ellow Sweet Clover/oats?)

: ity early sudan, followed by
Lower 1B E & oats/peas

Lower 2B

Middle 4

Bluebird 1
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Cover Crop Incorporation
Soil Preparation

Seeding Equipment
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