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FOOTPRINT FARM
Stats
Est 2013

Starksboro, Vermont

Zone 4

1.5 – 3 acres

Year-round mixed vegetable 
production, greens heavy

Markets

CSA ~150 members, April – Dec

Niche wholesale + some Co-op



WHAT IS A DATABASE 
AND WHY I MIGHT WANT ONE



DATABASE

a systematic collection of 
data that is stored for easy 
access, management and 
updating



TODAY’S DISCUSSION

Data collection and storage for 
future use

Case Studies from our Farm:

Record Keeping, Budgeting, 

Crop Planning, CSA management



RECORD KEEPING (DATA COLLECTION)

◼ Record the data you NEED
◼ Obligatory: Taxes, employee info, 

land/equipment/building records, etc

◼ Elective: required by programs or organizations that you 
opt into. Certifications, grants, elective food safety, etc

◼ Voluntary: Cost of production studies, weather tracking, 
etc

◼ Record the data in a manner that is EASY and 
ENJOYABLE (or at least not annoying)
◼ Who is doing the recording

◼ What information is needed

◼ Where does the action/data happen

◼ Why is it important

◼ When does the data happen

◼ How will the data get recorded



FULL SPECTRUM 
DATABASES ARE 
SUPER SEXY

◼Full spectrum services: planning, recording, 
task management, inventory, selling

◼Usable on desktop or mobile with multiple 
users

◼Super sexy crop planning example: Tend

◼Apparently I’m the only one

◼Rural internet and cell service

◼We needed to input more info than we felt 
was necessary with the time we had



DATA PHILOSOPHY ON OUR FARM

◼ Keep data in the lowest and easiest technology 
possible
◼ Who will be looking at it, and how often

◼ Will it need to be manipulated in the future

Pen & 
Paper

Spreadsheet

Database



◼ Our farm’s preferred 
technologies:
◼ Powerful off-season planning

◼ Easy in-season adjustment

◼ Paper in-season recording

◼ Easy to read

◼ Lowest technology to meet those 
needs



RECORD KEEPING

Lowest Technology
Photographs
• CSA shares

• Bins headed to farmers market

• Whiteboard with packing 
numbers

Get fancy and make a folder for all 
your xyz photos



RECORD KEEPING

Basic Technology
Pen and Paper
Harvest records



FINANCIAL 
RECORDS

◼ Obligatory (taxes) 🡪 A more powerful tool
◼ Quickbooks as a database

◼ Recorded financial information
◼ Stored for future use
◼ Easy access for you and whoever else needs to use it
◼ Also contains year to year information about customers, expenses, employees etc 

that you can use to inform future business decisions
◼ Online vs Desktop

◼ Make it easy for those who use it most often
◼ Budgeting

◼ Quickbooks tool isn’t awesome for a farm’s cash flow
◼ Powerful excel workbook custom designed by a bookkeeper/CPA



CROP PLANNING

◼ Elective, but must be accurate 
and accessible to keep up with 
elective certifications, ie 
Organic

◼ Lots of required data

◼ Dates and amounts of: 
Seeding, amendments, 
transplants, side-dressing, 
cultivation, pest control, 
harvest, sales (and more)





CROP PLANNING WITH 
AIRTABLE

◼ Cleaner, more fun than Excel

◼ More customizable for our 
needs

◼ Inexpensive (free or 
$10+/month)

◼ Easy to read and create usable 
interfaces

◼ Link to our crop plan in 
proceedings write up













• Sorted and printed easily from Airtable

• Only print most important information

• Write in the Rain paper

• Necessary tools in pouch in binder

• Actuals are input to Airtable at the end 

of the year, paper is tossed



CSA CUSTOMER 
TRACKING

◼ Accurate sign-up/share 
information

◼ Invoicing

◼ Contact information

◼ Bio data for retention



CSA CUSTOMER 
TRACKING + AIRTABLE

◼ LOVE as a database for 
historical and bio data

◼ Too complicated to track 
complex CSA signups

◼ Redundancy in sign up and 
invoicing
◼ 220 sign ups, avg 30-60 min 

admin time per customer = 
100-200 hours times $25/hr = 
$5,000



GROWNBY 
CSA MANAGEMENT & 
ONLINE SALES

◼ Online CSA signups, 
management

◼ Online store for weekly sales

◼ Price is about 5% per 
transaction
◼ 2022 about $5,000 for CSA 

shares

◼ Does not easily export data for 
retention or budgeting related 
purposes
◼ Working on integrations



THANKS!
TAYLOR@FOOTPRINTFARMVT.COM

FOOTPRINTFARMVT.COM
@FOOTPRINTFARM
@HABITFARMING
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BONUS: OTHER AIRTABLE APPLICATIONS THAT WE’VE BUILT

◼ Amendment calculator

◼ Cover crop toolbox

◼ Employee time sheet

◼ Pork share sign ups

◼ Layer hen data tracking

◼ Irrigation log


